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FROM TONY'S DESK 


Each time I take time out to impart a bit of 
"Tree Talk" or "Bushy Blarney", I am astonish- 
ed to find that another month has gone by and 
that the opening of EPCOT Center is a mere 

24 months away! 


These are busy days and activity is accel- 
erating. Within the past week approximately 

70 new tree arrivals were stored at the Tree 
Farm awaiting planting. New exciting 
acquisitions this month were Ilex opaca 
"Carolina', 'Howardii' and Croonenberg' (20'+), 
multi trunk Photinia Fraseri (15'+), and 

multi trunk Cleyera japonica (15'-18'), only 

to mention a few. Where they will go in 

EPCOT Center is still to be determined. 


Working drawings for the Canadian Pavilion and 
the United Kingdom are now completed. Ina 
few weeks working drawings will have been com- 
pleted for France, Germany, Italy, American 
Adventure, Mexico and Japan. Our “hat's off" 
to our West Coast landscape architect team 

for being on schedule! As they review our 
plant inventory, which, incidentally, will 

be computerized shortly, they will select 
specific trees for their permanent residence 
in Future World. How many more? .... that 


still remains a BIG question! i 


* * * College of Horticulture Update * * * 
We will be holding two classes in the month 
of October; Grounds Maintenance Equipment on 
the 14th, and Safety on the 28th. We will 
have a special guest speaker on October 14 -- 
Mr. Les Lutz, Jr. will give a slide presenta- 
tion on Bonsai Culture. Les is Curator of 
Bonsai at Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania. 
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* WORD OF THE MONTH * 


x 


The branch of 
horticulture which 
deals with the care 
and cultivation of 
trees is known as arboriculture. 

This month, a number of our Walt Disney 
World arborists had the opportunity to improve 
their skills and to expand their knowledge of 
tree care practices under the direction of 
Mr. Art Patznick, Superintendent at the Dawes 
Arboretum in Newark, Ohio. Art is a pro- 
fessional arborist, and is responsible for 
an 18 month Arborist Training Program certi- 
fied by the National Arborist Association. 

Keep your eyes on the trees, they're 
real VIP's. 
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* TREES ON STAGE FOR SEPTEMBER * 
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Our arborists have been practicing their skills 
-- stop by and admire their work. 


Tabebuia umbellata - At the Polynesian, these 


sometimes awkward growing trees were pruned 
to promote upward growth and to control their 
lateral spread. 


Quercus virginiana - The "Liberty Tree", 


where cabling, fertilizing, pruning, and 
cavity work will help to preserve and protect 
the value of this fine old tree. 


Eucalyptus camaldulensis - This one will be 


hard to find, as our arborists practiced 
their tree-felling skills on the east 
castle berm. 





A Horticulture Division Publication 





Annual Trials at Walt Disney World 


Through the trials (and tribulations) of the 
nursery, a new crop of annual flowers has 
been grown. The purpose of the annual trials 
is to discover flowers that remain vigorous 
and maintain their color for a long period of 
time, and are resistant to heat and disease. 


This summer's annual trials have introduced 
us to some new and worthy cultivars. The 
list that follows are some of the exceptional 
cultivars (cvs.). Perhaps, in the summers to 
come, you will give these cultivars a try in 
your own garden or will be able to see them 
in the landscape here at Walt Disney World. 


Ageratum cvs.: 'Sprindrift' - white 
"Blue Heaven' - blue 
Note: plants can be pruned for year-round 


flower production 


'Whiskey' - white 
'Gin' - pink 

"Vodka' - red 
"Frilly Pink' - pink 


Begonia eves: 


Celosia cvs.: 'Toreador' - red plumes 
"Forest Fire' = deep red 

crests with orange tips 
a second show can be produced by 


pruning in late July 


Note: 


Coleus cvs.: "Sabre Mix' 
Impatiens cvs.: 'Blitz' - bright orange 
scarlet 
"Minette Mix' 
"Shadeglow Mix' 
"Shadeglow Variegated Mix' 


Note: these cultivars were tested for 
sun tolerance and did well 
Nicotiana cvs.: 'Nicki-Rose' 
(Flowering Tobacco) 'Nicki-White' 
"Nicki-Red' 
Note: can be grown as a perennial 
Pelargonium cvs.: 'Heidi' 
(Geranium) "Picasso' 


"Sprinter Scarlet' 


Salvia evs.: ‘Red. Baron’ 

Tagetes cvs.: 'Happy Yellow' - dwarf 

(Marigold) "Happy Red' - dwarf 
"Happy Orange' - dwarf 
"Red Seven Star' - tall 


Contributed by Melinda Dow 


NEWS FROM THE AREAS ..... 


Fort Wilderness -- The annual campground rehab 
is underway. 825 sites will have been spruced 
up by the end of this 19 week project. 


Golf Course Maintenance -- The Palm and Magnolia 
Courses will be in fine shape for the Golf 
Classic, October 16-19. The greens have been 
verticut, spiked, and top-dressed, and the sand 
traps are being fine tuned to meet PGA 
standards. 


LBV Landscape -- Preparations for the National 
Team Championship Golf Classic are keeping 
landscape crews busy from one end of our world 
to the other. At LBV, annual beds are being 
replanted and the clubhouse area is being 
upgraded. 


Tree Farm/Nursery -- An area for healing-in 


plant materials lias been completed on the south 
side of the EPCOT field. Overhead irrigation 
heads help to reduce transplant shock by keep- 
ing plants moist. This new area will help us 
move more trees successfully for EPCOT. 


WDW Landscape -- Construction at the TTC has 


meant relocating several topiary figures and 
some quick work by our irrigation crew to keep 
watering systems operational. 


In the photo below, Joe is removing spent 
flowers and doing some general cleanup on our 
"Sprinter Mix' Verbena baskets. The pastel 
flowers of this spreading annual added a color- 
ful accent to Main Street this month. 
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WDW Pest Control -- Treatments for aquatic 
weeds are underway in the Seven Seas Lagoon 
and Bay Lake. Work continues on algae and 
pondweed control in the Golf Course waterways. 





Editor: 


Tom Underwood 
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